
 

 

 
THE BLUEPRINT 

Our Curriculum 

Shevington Vale Primary School 

 



 

 
 

 

 

FEDERATION 
WELCOME 

Mrs Tomlinson 

Executive Headteacher 

 



 

 

 
Respect for everyone and everything 

Responsibility for myself and care 

for others 

Working together to achieve our 

goals 

 

OUR CULTURE 



 

 

 

Theory of instruction: Principles and Applications Carnine and Engelmann 
(https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303721842_Theory_of_Instruction_Principles_and_Applications) 

 

 

The Great Teaching Toolkit: Evidence review Coe et al (https://bibliotecadigital.mineduc.cl/bitstream/ 

handle/20.500.12365/17347/33%20Great%20teaching%20toolkit%20evidence%20review..pdf?sequence=1) 

 

Cognitive Load Theory Sweller (https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2010-09374-002) 

 

 

Principles of instruction Rosenshine (https://teacherofsci.com/principles-of-instruction/) 

 

 

Improving students learning with effective learning techniques: 

Promising directions from cognitive and educational psychology - 

Dunlosky et al (https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1529100612453266) 

 

 

THE RESEARCH 

http://www.researchgate.net/publication/303721842_Theory_of_Instruction_Principles_and_Applications)


 

 

 

 

Our Curriculum provides pupils with memorable 

experiences, in addition to diverse and rich opportunities 

from which children can learn and develop a range of 

transferable skills and a strong personal voice. A primary 

focus of our curriculum is to raise aspirations and engender a 

sense of personal and team pride in achievement. We deliver 

a challenging and purposeful curriculum that helps every 

student become the very best version of themselves. 

 
 

CURRICULUM INTENT 



SO IF I ASKED YOU ABOUT ART, YOU'D 
PROBABLY GIVE ME THE SKINNY ON EVERY ART 
BOOK EVER WRITTEN. MICHELANGELO, YOU KNOW 
A LOT ABOUT HIM. LIFE'S WORK, POLITICAL 
ASPIRATIONS, HIM AND THE POPE, THE WHOLE 
WORKS, RIGHT? BUT I'LL BET YOU CAN'T TELL 

ME WHAT IT SMELLS LIKE IN THE SISTINE 
CHAPEL. YOU'VE NEVER ACTUALLY STOOD THERE 
AND LOOKED UP AT THAT BEAUTIFUL CEILING; 

SEEN THAT. 
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Knowledge Rich units. Children spend time 

within each exhibit being exposed to high 

quality texts, tier 2 and 3 vocabulary and 

beautiful images. 

The philosophical question. Each term is 

dedicated to answering an over-arching 

question. This is answered and evidenced in 

the form of an essay at the end of each term. 

These essays are shared with subject leaders 

so they get to see the final results. 

 

 

The skills and knowledge needed to answer 

the philosophical question are taught 

through the non- core subjects. Each trip 

and visitor are carefully planned to help 

pupils attain all they need to provide a 

suitable answer. 

Each subject has been sequenced through 

the knowledge and skills to build upon what 

has been previously taught. Every subject 

taught provides pupils ample opportunity to 

develop their schemas and cement their 

learning in their long term memory. 

LONG TERM PLAN 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LONG TERM PLAN EXAMPLE 



 

 
 

 

We looked at all our pupils and decided 

what was missing from their education - 

the reasons behind this, and what we 

could do to improve their outcomes 

These were developed through various 

team meetings. The question answered 

was: What do we want our children to 

know? 

Our children need to be literate and 

numerate to ensure they can access the 

next level of academic achievement - 

minimum 

 

Alongside this we want our children to 

develop their wider understanding of the 

world. Their resilience and self-worth. To 

be able to face difficulties independently 

and work as part of a team to achieve 

future goals 

These Key Concepts are the ones chosen 

to deepen knowledge and develop the 

skills we believe our children need to 

become the best versions of themselves 

 
 

KEY CONCEPTS 
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Each subject is broken down 

into knowledge and skills. 

These are taught 

progressively through each 

year group. 

This is done so that children 

can make links within their 

learning in order to develop 

their schema. 

 

Each subject leader is 

responsible for managing and 

evidencing them across the 

school. They were written by 

Subject Leaders and they 

monitor the impact through 

book reviews, planning shares 

and lesson drop ins. 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
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KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS EXAMPLE 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  

The Key Concepts are embedded into the curriculum within 

the medium term plans. The plan focuses upon the skills 

covered and what knowledge children will learn over the term. 

The medium term plan highlights the philosophical question, 

the trip, the class read and any visitors to school. Not all Key 

Concepts can be taught in each subject area but teachers will 

aim to cover as many as possible to provide pupils regular 

opportunities to develop. National Curriculum Objectives are 

achieved termly and assessed using end of unit quizzes. 

 

MEDIUM TERM PLAN 
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MEDIUM TERM PLAN EXAMPLE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

These are created for each 

unit of work. They help to 

further develop knowledge 

and understanding. 

The pupils are taught to self- 

quiz and are tested on their 

ability to remember key 

information. 

 

 

Knowledge organisers help 

teachers to narrow their focus 

to what they actually want 

pupils to know by the end of 

each unit and can assess 

appropriately. 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS 
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1999 Major died 17th January (aged 90) 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER EXAMPLE 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

These have been created by 

subject leaders as a guide to 

the teaching of their subject. 

They show how pupils 

progress from prior 

knowledge (Archives) to end 

of unit assessment and help 

provide appropriate 

questions. 

Each continuum is subject 

specific and contains the 

necessary vocabulary and 

expectations for all year 

groups. This provides a 

systematic approach to 

teaching to ensure the 

development of long-term 

memory. 

 

 

SUBJECT CONTINUUMS 



CONTINUUM EXAMPLE 
 

 

  

 

 



QUIZZING - LOW STAKES 
 

 

Every block of lessons ends with 

an end of unit quiz 

Every quiz is a set of ten 

diagnostic questions 

Our tests are taken using 

Wordwall and all results are 

placed in books 

This is taken during the last or 

penultimate lesson so that 

teachers can address any 

misconceptions and allow pupils 

to correct mistakes 

The quiz focuses upon the 

knowledge outlined gained 

within that unit 
 

 

 

 



     The Vault 
 

 

 

All Children produce an essay at the end of each term (Reception create 

verbal essays) 

This answers the philosophical question that is referred to throughout 

the term. 

The Essay is produced in their final unit of English where a full drafting 

and editing process takes place, with the final version written in the 

Vault book. 

All sessions are discussion based so pupils are afforded an opportunity 

to recall all the knowledge gained in the previous 12 weeks
 

 

 



 
  

  

 

  

‘Test them at the start and test them at the end’ - Tom Sherrington 

2019 

Statutory assessments: Reception baseline, Y1 Phonics, Y2 SATS, Y4 

multiplication test and Y6 SATS 

Star reader tests each half term in reading 

End of unit quizzes in all other subjects   

Written essays produced each term 

ASSESSMENT 



 

 
 
 

 

Outdoor learning. Lessons taking place 

on or away from the school grounds. 

Curriculum visits. Purposeful learning 

opportunities away from the 

classroom. 

Diversity visits. Annual visit to a place 

of worship. Whole school rotation. 

Enterprise. A chance for contextual 

learning, for pupils to develop their 

understanding of economy and the 

working world. On-Site reading Cafe  

and Radio Station. 

Talks from people in the local and wider 

community. A chance to open our 

childrens’ eyes to a world that they can 

experience. 

Every pupil in school attends at least 

one club led by all teachers. Pupils are 

rewarded for commitment to curricular 

opportunities. 

Inspiration Days. Whole school 

approach to subject immersion. 

Contextual focus where all children 

engage in creative and inspiring 

sessions. 

OVER AND ABOVE 



 

 

 

Every child in school will attend at least one elective 

Electives offer an opportunity for children to hone skills and 

develop confidence away from the classroom environment. 

Electives include: Creative writing, Radio, Reading, Physics, 

Chemistry, Art, Singing, String, History, Chess, Sport and 

many more 

 
 

ELECTIVES 



          Threads 
  



 

 

 

 

If we want to truly value education then our schools and 

libraries should be the most beautiful buildings in society 

not the investment company skyscrapers. Ron Berger 

Create Therapeutic environments where children feel safe 

and calm. TPC Therapy 

Published pieces, revision guides, chess……. 

 
 

ETHICS OF EXCELLENCE 
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